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Button for tailgate
Function
When the external tailgate/luggage compartment release switch is depressed, the switch completes the 
circuit. The tailgate release actuator then receives a release signal from the Body Control Module and 
the tailgate/luggage compartment is then able to be opened.

Cause of failure
If the external release switch fails, the rear tailgate/luggage compartment can only be opened by using 
the remote key, or the switch inside the vehicle.

Possible failure causes include:

On some of the above models the rear screen washer jet becomes blocked, which causes the water 
pipe to come unattached when under pressure. The washer fluid then leaks onto the electrical 
components and causes corrosion of the electrical connectors.

The outer plastic can perish and split over time, allowing road spray to enter the mechanism causing the 
switch to fail.
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To Fit:
BMW 1 series (E82, E88), 3 series  
(E90, E91, E92, E93), 5 series (E60, E61), 
X1 (E84), X5 (E70), X6 (E71) 
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